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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Rochdale Township, on behalf of 
Cllr. Sultan Ali.

Unusually there has been a Summer break in the Township Committee cycle, the 
most recent Township Committee took place on Wednesday 10th October when 
Committee received reports on a number of items including consultation on the 
review by the Townships Review Steering Group and upgrade of a definitive 
footpath to a bridleway. 

Rochdale Riverside (Genr8)
The construction of our Rochdale Riverside retail & leisure scheme continues to 
make excellent progress and a substantial part of the steelwork for the cinema 
block has been completed.   M&S has recently reaffirmed its commitment to the 
scheme and detailed negotiations with other potential occupiers are ongoing. The 
development is expected to be open in summer 2020.

Rochdale Town Hall & Town Hall Square 
As reported previously, our plans to transform the Town Hall have been given a 
major boost after the Heritage Lottery Fund approved the 1st stage of an £8.9m 
bid.  Work has now started on developing the Stage 2 HLF bid to be submitted in 
December 2019.   

Market 
The new market launched on the 18th August and now trades on Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. Construction of the Market Hall is complete and 
is scheduled to open later in the year. 

Fire Service Museum 
Following the success of the £1.7m Heritage Lottery Fund bid, we continue to work 
with the Greater Manchester Fire Service Museum Trust to bring forward proposals 
to transform the former fire station building to create a dedicated exhibition space.  
The Council and the Museum Trust will now start the process of appointing 
architects and designers, with work expected to start in summer 2019.

Environmental Management

Town Centre Pop-up Garden
The temporary garden continues to attract visitors, and there have been lots of 
positive comments on social media. The display is a temporary project to 
commemorate the centenary since the end of World War One. When the centenary 
is over it is intended that the garden will be de-constructed and moved to new sites 
to allow residents from around the Borough to enjoy this wonderful display.

It is intended that further displays will be created on Gracie Island, and an initial 



idea is for a dinosaur-themed garden between May 2019 and October 2020, to help 
build anticipation of the arrival of ‘Dippy’, and to create a visual link between ‘Dippy’ 
in Number One Riverside and additional displays at Touchstones.  Watch this 
space!! 

Denehurst Park
The park has been awarded a prestigious Green Flag, at its first time of entry. The 
award recognised the hard work by Officers and front-line staff from Environmental 
Management Service, Friends Groups and garden volunteers. 

A total of £98k has been committed to the park from Viridor and Environmental 
Management Services play capital budget. A play area designed by pupils of 
Redwood School is to be installed.  This will be the Council’s first ever play area 
designed from the outset to be inclusive for children with disabilities to use 
alongside able-bodied children. 

It is hoped that the weather will be kind enough to enable installation by Christmas.

Youth Service
Detached Work
Detached Youth Workers have focussed their efforts on reducing anti-social 
behaviour on trams and in the Town Centre and Freehold areas, promoting 
Safe4Summer and Water Safety campaigns and talking to young people about 
positive activities they can get involved in. 

Moss Street Youth Centre
Young People who attend on Thursday nights have been working on themes 
related to environmentalism. In the last three months they have been planting trees 
and shrubs, making bug houses and finding out about how to help the bee 
population. The group are planning a sensory garden and have been talking about 
visiting similar projects. 

Junior Youth Club
We’ve just launched a junior youth club for young people aged 8-11 which is 
generating a lot of noise and enthusiasm on Monday nights between 5.30 and 8.30. 
Young people have asked for help with their homework and have been talking 
about healthy friendships, internet safety and holiday activities. 

Councillor Samina Zaheer
Rochdale Township Vice-Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Rochdale Township.


